Fold/Unfold Group Activity in Close Reading
By Christina Katopodis

Instructions: Each student is given a slip of paper with a quotation from Thoreau’s Walden
(1854) on it. Students are put into groups of 4-6 people (i.e., group A, B, C, D, or E). Within
those groups, each student receives a slip of paper that is folded. In pairs of two, students look
at the front/first part of the paper, and they see a short passage from Thoreau’s Walden for them
to investigate, interpret, and/or critically analyze together, again, in pairs. (In a group of six, two
students receive “A1”, two receive “A2”, and two receive “A3”.) Then, after about five minutes,
the whole group gets together and everyone unfolds their papers to see what other quotations
have been read within the group. Each pair shares what they discussed in their small, 2-person
discussions, and then everyone in the larger group is invited to think through a bigger question
(or two) which appear(s) at the end of the whole slip of paper. Below are templates for the slips
of paper that you could hand out to your students. If you have questions, feel free to contact me
at katopodis.christina@gmail.com.



A1 “The present was my next experiment of this kind, which | purpose to describe more
at length; for convenience, putting the experience of two years into one. As | have said, |
do not propose to write an ode to dejection, but to brag as lustily as chanticleer in the
morning, standing on his roost, if only to wake my neighbors up.” “Where | Lived and
What I Lived For”

Questions to answer in pairs:

What does Thoreau mean by “experiment”?

Who is Chanticleer? Are we meant to take Thoreau to be speaking as Chanticleer for the rest of
Walden?

A2 “When first | took up my abode in the woods, that is, began to spend my nights as well as
days there, which, by accident, was on Independence day, or the fourth of July, 1845, my house
was not finished for winter, but was merely a defence against the rain, without plastering or
chimney, the walls being of rough weather-stained boards, with wide chinks, which made it cool
at night.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

A3 “l went to the woods because | wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of
life, and see if | could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when | came to die, discover that |
had not lived. | did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did | wish to practise
resignation, unless it was quite necessary. | wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of
life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a broad swath
and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to
be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to
the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by experience, and be able to give a true account of it
in my next excursion.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

Question to answer as a group:

How does Walden respond/relate to early American history?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



A2 “When first | took up my abode in the woods, that is, began to spend my nights as
well as days there, which, by accident, was on Independence day, or the fourth of July,
1845, my house was not finished for winter, but was merely a defence against the rain,
without plastering or chimney, the walls being of rough weather-stained boards, with
wide chinks, which made it cool at night.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

Questions to answer in pairs:

What do you make of Thoreau beginning his experiment at Walden somewhat accidentally?

What is the significance of his beginning on the fourth of July?

A1 “The present was my next experiment of this kind, which | purpose to describe more at
length; for convenience, putting the experience of two years into one. As | have said, | do not
propose to write an ode to dejection, but to brag as lustily as chanticleer in the morning,
standing on his roost, if only to wake my neighbors up.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

A3 “l went to the woods because | wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of
life, and see if | could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when | came to die, discover that |
had not lived. | did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did | wish to practise
resignation, unless it was quite necessary. | wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of
life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a broad swath
and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to
be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to
the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by experience, and be able to give a true account of it
in my next excursion.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

Question to answer as a group:

How does Walden respond/relate to early American history?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



A3 “l went to the woods because | wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential
facts of life, and see if | could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when | came to die,
discover that | had not lived. | did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor
did | wish to practise resignation, unless it was quite necessary. | wanted to live deep and
suck out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout all that
was not life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce
it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine
meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by
experience, and be able to give a true account of it in my next excursion.” “Where | Lived
and What I Lived For”

Questions to answer in pairs:

What does it mean to live “deliberately”? Don’t we all deliberately keep on living, or does
Thoreau mean something else? What does Thoreau intend to do differently?

What does it mean to “front” facts?

A1 “The present was my next experiment of this kind, which | purpose to describe more at
length; for convenience, putting the experience of two years into one. As | have said, | do not
propose to write an ode to dejection, but to brag as lustily as chanticleer in the morning,

standing on his roost, if only to wake my neighbors up.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

A2 “When first | took up my abode in the woods, that is, began to spend my nights as well as
days there, which, by accident, was on Independence day, or the fourth of July, 1845, my house
was not finished for winter, but was merely a defence against the rain, without plastering or
chimney, the walls being of rough weather-stained boards, with wide chinks, which made it cool
at night.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

Questions to answer as a group:
How does Walden respond/relate to early American history?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.




B1 “It was not so much within doors as behind a door where | sat, even in the rainiest
weather. The Hariva[m]sa says, ‘An abode without birds is like a meat without
seasoning.’ Such was not my abode, for | found myself suddenly neighbor to the birds;
not by having imprisoned one, but having caged myself near them.” “Where | Lived and
What I Lived For”

Questions to answer in pairs:

What is the Harivamsa?

How would you characterize Thoreau’s relationship to the birds?

B2 “l was not only nearer to some of those which commonly frequent the garden and the
orchard, but to those wilder and more thrilling songsters of the forest which never, or rarely,
serenade a villager,—the wood-thrush, the veery, the scarlet tanager, the field-sparrow, the
whippoorwill, and many others.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

B3 “Meanwhile also came the chicadees in flocks, which, picking up the crums the squirrels had
dropped, flew to the nearest twig, and, placing them under their claws, hammered away at them
with their little bills, as if it were an insect in the bark, till they were sufficiently reduced for their
slender throats. A little flock of these tit-mice came daily to pick a dinner out of my wood-pile, or
the crums at my door, with faint flitting lisping notes, like the tinkling of icicles in the grass, or
else with sprightly day day day, or more rarely, in spring-like days, a wiry summery phe-be from
the wood-side. They were so familiar that at length one alighted on an armful of wood which |
was carrying in, and pecked at the sticks without fear. | once had a sparrow alight upon my
shoulder for a moment while | was hoeing in a village garden, and | felt that | was more
distinguished by that circumstance than | should have been by any epaulet | could have worn.”
“Winter Animals”

Questions to answer as a group:

What does it mean, to Thoreau, to be a good neighbor?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



B2 “l was not only nearer to some of those which commonly frequent the garden and the
orchard, but to those wilder and more thrilling songsters of the forest which never, or
rarely, serenade a villager,—the wood-thrush, the veery, the scarlet tanager, the
field-sparrow, the whippoorwill, and many others.” “Where | Lived and What I Lived For”

Questions to answer in pairs:

Based on this passage, do you think birds make music? Do birds have aesthetic taste?

How would you characterize Thoreau’s relationship to the birds?

B1 “It was not so much within doors as behind a door where | sat, even in the rainiest weather.
The Hariva[m]sa says, ‘An abode without birds is like a meat without seasoning.” Such was not
my abode, for | found myself suddenly neighbor to the birds; not by having imprisoned one, but
having caged myself near them.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

B3 “Meanwhile also came the chicadees in flocks, which, picking up the crums the squirrels had
dropped, flew to the nearest twig, and, placing them under their claws, hammered away at them
with their little bills, as if it were an insect in the bark, till they were sufficiently reduced for their
slender throats. A little flock of these tit-mice came daily to pick a dinner out of my wood-pile, or
the crums at my door, with faint flitting lisping notes, like the tinkling of icicles in the grass, or
else with sprightly day day day, or more rarely, in spring-like days, a wiry summery phe-be from
the wood-side. They were so familiar that at length one alighted on an armful of wood which |
was carrying in, and pecked at the sticks without fear. | once had a sparrow alight upon my
shoulder for a moment while | was hoeing in a village garden, and | felt that | was more
distinguished by that circumstance than | should have been by any epaulet | could have worn.”
“Winter Animals”

Questions to answer as a group:

What does it mean, to Thoreau, to be a good neighbor?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



B3 “Meanwhile also came the chicadees in flocks, which, picking up the crums [of corn]
the squirrels had dropped, flew to the nearest twig, and, placing them under their claws,
hammered away at them with their little bills, as if it were an insect in the bark, till they
were sufficiently reduced for their slender throats. A little flock of these tit-mice came
daily to pick a dinner out of my wood-pile, or the crums at my door, with faint flitting
lisping notes, like the tinkling of icicles in the grass, or else with sprightly day day day, or
more rarely, in spring-like days, a wiry summery phe-be from the wood-side. They were
so familiar that at length one alighted on an armful of wood which | was carrying in, and
pecked at the sticks without fear. | once had a sparrow alight upon my shoulder for a
moment while | was hoeing in a village garden, and | felt that | was more distinguished by
that circumstance than | should have been by any epaulet | could have worn.” “Winter
Animals”

Questions to answer in pairs:

What does Thoreau mean by “familiar’?

How would you characterize Thoreau’s relationship to the birds?

B1 “It was not so much within doors as behind a door where | sat, even in the rainiest weather.
The Hariva[m]sa says, ‘An abode without birds is like a meat without seasoning.” Such was not
my abode, for | found myself suddenly neighbor to the birds; not by having imprisoned one, but
having caged myself near them.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

B2 “l was not only nearer to some of those which commonly frequent the garden and the
orchard, but to those wilder and more thrilling songsters of the forest which never, or rarely,
serenade a villager,—the wood-thrush, the veery, the scarlet tanager, the field-sparrow, the
whippoorwill, and many others.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

Questions to answer as a group:

What does it mean, to Thoreau, to be a good neighbor?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



C1 “We do not ride on the railroad; it rides upon us. Did you ever think what those
sleepers are that underlie the railroad? Each one is a man, an Irishman, or a Yankee man.
The rails are laid on them, and they are covered with sand, and the cars run smoothly
over them. They are sound sleepers, | assure you. And every few years a new lot is laid
down and run over; so that, if some have the pleasure of riding on a rail, others have the
misfortune to be ridden upon. And when they run over a man that is walking in his sleep,
a supernumerary sleeper in the wrong position, and wake him up, they suddenly stop the
cars, and make a hue and cry about it, as if this were an exception. | am glad to know that
it takes a gang of men for every five miles to keep the sleepers down and level in their
beds as it is, for this is a sign that they may sometime get up again.” “Where | Lived and
What I Lived For”

Question to answer in pairs:
How does Thoreau characterize the railroad?

C2 “When | meet the engine with its train of cars moving off with planetary motion,—or, rather, like a
comet, for the beholder knows not if with that velocity and with that direction it will ever revisit this system,
[...] as if this travelling demigod, this cloud-compeller, would ere long take the sunset sky for the livery of
his train; when | hear the iron horse make the hills echo with his snort like thunder, shaking the earth with
his feet, and breathing fire and smoke from his nostrils, (what kind of winged horse or fiery dragon they
will put into the new Mythology | don’t know), it seems as if the earth had got a race now worthy to inhabit
it. If all were as it seems, and men made the elements their servants for noble ends!” “Sounds”

C3 “But the bell rings, and | must get off the track and let the cars go by;—
What'’s the railroad to me?

| never go to see

Where it ends.

It fills a few hollows,

And makes banks for the swallows,

It sets the sand a-blowing,

And the blackberries a-growing,
but I cross it like a cart-path in the woods. | will not have my eyes put out and my ears spoiled by its
smoke and steam and hissing.

Now that the cars are gone by and all the restless world with them, and the fishes in the pond no longer
feel their rumbling, | am more alone than ever. For the rest of the long afternoon, perhaps, my meditations
are interrupted only by the faint rattle of a carriage or team along the distant highway.

Questions to answer as a group:

What is Thoreau’s relationship to the railroad?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



C2 “When | meet the engine with its train of cars moving off with planetary motion,—or,
rather, like a comet, for the beholder knows not if with that velocity and with that
direction it will ever revisit this system, [...] as if this travelling demigod, this
cloud-compeller, would ere long take the sunset sky for the livery of his train; when | hear
the iron horse make the hills echo with his snort like thunder, shaking the earth with his
feet, and breathing fire and smoke from his nostrils, (what kind of winged horse or fiery
dragon they will put into the new Mythology | don’t know), it seems as if the earth had got
a race now worthy to inhabit it. If all were as it seems, and men made the elements their
servants for noble ends!” “Sounds”

tion to answer in pairs:
How does Thoreau characterize the railroad?

C1 “We do not ride on the railroad; it rides upon us. Did you ever think what those sleepers are that
underlie the railroad? Each one is a man, an Irishman, or a Yankee man. The rails are laid on them, and
they are covered with sand, and the cars run smoothly over them. They are sound sleepers, | assure you.
And every few years a new lot is laid down and run over; so that, if some have the pleasure of riding on a
rail, others have the misfortune to be ridden upon. And when they run over a man that is walking in his
sleep, a supernumerary sleeper in the wrong position, and wake him up, they suddenly stop the cars, and
make a hue and cry about it, as if this were an exception. | am glad to know that it takes a gang of men
for every five miles to keep the sleepers down and level in their beds as it is, for this is a sign that they
may sometime get up again.” “Where | Lived and What | Lived For”

C3 “But the bell rings, and | must get off the track and let the cars go by;—
What'’s the railroad to me?

| never go to see

Where it ends.

It fills a few hollows,

And makes banks for the swallows,

It sets the sand a-blowing,

And the blackberries a-growing,
but | cross it like a cart-path in the woods. | will not have my eyes put out and my ears spoiled by its
smoke and steam and hissing.

Now that the cars are gone by and all the restless world with them, and the fishes in the pond no longer
feel their rumbling, | am more alone than ever. For the rest of the long afternoon, perhaps, my meditations
are interrupted only by the faint rattle of a carriage or team along the distant highway.

uestions to answer as a group:
What is Thoreau’s relationship to the railroad?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



C3 “But the bell rings, and | must get off the track and let the cars go by;—
What’s the railroad to me?

| never go to see

Where it ends.

It fills a few hollows,

And makes banks for the swallows,

It sets the sand a-blowing,

And the blackberries a-growing,
but | cross it like a cart-path in the woods. | will not have my eyes put out and my ears
spoiled by its smoke and steam and hissing.

Now that the cars are gone by and all the restless world with them, and the fishes in the
pond no longer feel their rumbling, | am more alone than ever. For the rest of the long
afternoon, perhaps, my meditations are interrupted only by the faint rattle of a carriage or
team along the distant highway.

Question to answer in pairs:
How does Thoreau characterize the railroad?

C1 “We do not ride on the railroad; it rides upon us. Did you ever think what those sleepers are that
underlie the railroad? Each one is a man, an Irishman, or a Yankee man. The rails are laid on them, and
they are covered with sand, and the cars run smoothly over them. They are sound sleepers, | assure you.
And every few years a new lot is laid down and run over; so that, if some have the pleasure of riding on a
rail, others have the misfortune to be ridden upon. And when they run over a man that is walking in his
sleep, a supernumerary sleeper in the wrong position, and wake him up, they suddenly stop the cars, and
make a hue and cry about it, as if this were an exception. | am glad to know that it takes a gang of men
for every five miles to keep the sleepers down and level in their beds as it is, for this is a sign that they
may sometime get up again.” “Where | Lived and What I Lived For”

C2 “When | meet the engine with its train of cars moving off with planetary motion,—or, rather, like a
comet, for the beholder knows not if with that velocity and with that direction it will ever revisit this system,
[...] as if this travelling demigod, this cloud-compeller, would ere long take the sunset sky for the livery of
his train; when | hear the iron horse make the hills echo with his snort like thunder, shaking the earth with
his feet, and breathing fire and smoke from his nostrils, (what kind of winged horse or fiery dragon they
will put into the new Mythology | don’t know), it seems as if the earth had got a race now worthy to inhabit
it. If all were as it seems, and men made the elements their servants for noble ends!” “Sounds”

Questions to answer as a group:
What is Thoreau’s relationship to the railroad?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.




D1 “For sounds in winter nights, and often in winter days, | heard the forlorn but
melodious note of a hooting owl indefinitely far; such a sound as the frozen earth would
yield if struck with a suitable plectrum, the very lingua vernacula of Walden Wood, and
quite familiar to me at last, though | never saw the bird while it was making it. | seldom
opened my door in a winter evening without hearing it; Hoo hoo hoo, hoorer hoo,
sounded sonorously, and the first three syllables accented somewhat like how der do; or
sometimes hoo hoo only. “Winter Animals”

Questions to answer in pairs:

What does lingua vernacula mean?
Is Thoreau implying that owls have language?

D2 “Suddenly an unmistakable cat-owl from very near me, with the most harsh and tremendous voice |
ever heard from any inhabitant of the woods, responded at regular intervals to the goose, as if determined
to expose and disgrace this intruder from Hudson’s Bay by exhibiting a greater compass and volume of
voice in a native, and boo-hoo him out of Concord horizon. What do you mean by alarming the citadel at
this time of night consecrated to me? Do you think | am ever caught napping at such an hour, and that |
have not got lungs and a larynx as well as yourself? Boo-hoo, boo-hoo, boo-hoo! It was one of the most
thrilling discords | ever heard. And yet, if you had a discriminating ear, there were in it the elements of a
concord such as these plains never saw nor heard.” “Winter Animals”

D3 “When other birds are still the screech owls take up the strain, like mourning women their ancient
u-lu-lu. Their dismal scream is truly Ben Jonsonian. Wise midnight hags! It is no honest and blunt tu-whit
tu-who of the poets, but, without jesting, a most solemn graveyard ditty, the mutual consolations of suicide
lovers remembering the pangs and the delights of supernal love in the infernal groves. Yet | love to hear
their wailing, their doleful responses, trilled along the wood-side; reminding me sometimes of music and
singing birds; as if it were the dark and tearful side of music, the regrets and sighs that would fain be
sung. They are the spirits, the low spirits and melancholy forebodings, of fallen souls that once in human
shape night-walked the earth and did the deeds of darkness, now expiating their sins with their wailing
hymns or threnodies in the scenery of their transgressions. They give me a new sense of the variety and
capacity of that nature which is our common dwelling. Oh-0-0-0-0 that | never had been bor-r-r-r-n! sighs
one on this side of the pond, and circles with the restlessness of despair to some new perch on the gray
oaks. Then—that | never had been bor-r-r-r-n! echoes another on the farther side with tremulous sincerity,
and—bor-r-r-r-n! comes faintly from far in the Lincoln woods.” “Sounds”

uestions to answer as a group:
How would you characterize Thoreau’s relationship to the owls in Walden?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



D2 “Suddenly an unmistakable cat-owl from very near me, with the most harsh and
tremendous voice | ever heard from any inhabitant of the woods, responded at regular
intervals to the goose, as if determined to expose and disgrace this intruder from
Hudson’s Bay by exhibiting a greater compass and volume of voice in a native, and
boo-hoo him out of Concord horizon. What do you mean by alarming the citadel at this
time of night consecrated to me? Do you think | am ever caught napping at such an hour,
and that | have not got lungs and a larynx as well as yourself? Boo-hoo, boo-hoo,
boo-hoo! It was one of the most thrilling discords | ever heard. And yet, if you had a
discriminating ear, there were in it the elements of a concord such as these plains never
saw nor heard.” (“Winter Animals”)

Questions to answer in pairs:

What does Thoreau mean by “discord” and “concord”?
Is Thoreau implying that owls are capable of making music?

D1 “For sounds in winter nights, and often in winter days, | heard the forlorn but melodious note of a
hooting owl indefinitely far; such a sound as the frozen earth would yield if struck with a suitable plectrum,
the very lingua vernacula of Walden Wood, and quite familiar to me at last, though | never saw the bird
while it was making it. | seldom opened my door in a winter evening without hearing it; Hoo hoo hoo,
hoorer hoo, sounded sonorously, and the first three syllables accented somewhat like how der do; or
sometimes hoo hoo only. “Winter Animals”

D3 “When other birds are still the screech owls take up the strain, like mourning women their ancient
u-lu-lu. Their dismal scream is truly Ben Jonsonian. Wise midnight hags! It is no honest and blunt tu-whit
tu-who of the poets, but, without jesting, a most solemn graveyard ditty, the mutual consolations of suicide
lovers remembering the pangs and the delights of supernal love in the infernal groves. Yet | love to hear
their wailing, their doleful responses, trilled along the wood-side; reminding me sometimes of music and
singing birds; as if it were the dark and tearful side of music, the regrets and sighs that would fain be
sung. They are the spirits, the low spirits and melancholy forebodings, of fallen souls that once in human
shape night-walked the earth and did the deeds of darkness, now expiating their sins with their wailing
hymns or threnodies in the scenery of their transgressions. They give me a new sense of the variety and
capacity of that nature which is our common dwelling. Oh-0-0-0-0 that | never had been bor-r-r-r-n! sighs
one on this side of the pond, and circles with the restlessness of despair to some new perch on the gray
oaks. Then—that | never had been bor-r-r-r-n! echoes another on the farther side with tremulous sincerity,
and—bor-r-r-r-n! comes faintly from far in the Lincoln woods.” “Sounds”

Questions to answer as a group:
How would you characterize Thoreau’s relationship to the owls in Walden?

Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



D3 “When other birds are still the screech owls take up the strain, like mourning women
their ancient u-lu-lu. Their dismal scream is truly Ben Jonsonian. Wise midnight hags! It
is no honest and blunt tu-whit tu-who of the poets, but, without jesting, a most solemn
graveyard ditty, the mutual consolations of suicide lovers remembering the pangs and
the delights of supernal love in the infernal groves. Yet | love to hear their wailing, their
doleful responses, trilled along the wood-side; reminding me sometimes of music and
singing birds; as if it were the dark and tearful side of music, the regrets and sighs that
would fain be sung. They are the spirits, the low spirits and melancholy forebodings, of
fallen souls that once in human shape night-walked the earth and did the deeds of
darkness, now expiating their sins with their wailing hymns or threnodies in the scenery
of their transgressions. They give me a new sense of the variety and capacity of that
nature which is our common dwelling. Oh-0-0-0-0 that | never had been bor-r-r-r-n! sighs
one on this side of the pond, and circles with the restlessness of despair to some new
perch on the gray oaks. Then—that I never had been bor-r-r-r-n! echoes another on the
farther side with tremulous sincerity, and—bor-r-r-r-n! comes faintly from far in the
Lincoln woods.” “Sounds”

Questions to answer in pairs:
How would you describe Thoreau’s mood in this passage?
Is Thoreau implying that owls are capable of making music?

D1 “For sounds in winter nights, and often in winter days, | heard the forlorn but melodious note of a
hooting owl indefinitely far; such a sound as the frozen earth would yield if struck with a suitable plectrum,
the very lingua vernacula of Walden Wood, and quite familiar to me at last, though | never saw the bird
while it was making it. | seldom opened my door in a winter evening without hearing it; Hoo hoo hoo,
hoorer hoo, sounded sonorously, and the first three syllables accented somewhat like how der do; or
sometimes hoo hoo only. “Winter Animals”

D2 “Suddenly an unmistakable cat-owl from very near me, with the most harsh and tremendous voice |
ever heard from any inhabitant of the woods, responded at regular intervals to the goose, as if determined
to expose and disgrace this intruder from Hudson’s Bay by exhibiting a greater compass and volume of
voice in a native, and boo-hoo him out of Concord horizon. What do you mean by alarming the citadel at
this time of night consecrated to me? Do you think | am ever caught napping at such an hour, and that |
have not got lungs and a larynx as well as yourself? Boo-hoo, boo-hoo, boo-hoo! It was one of the most
thrilling discords | ever heard. And yet, if you had a discriminating ear, there were in it the elements of a
concord such as these plains never saw nor heard.” (“Winter Animals”)

Questions to answer as a group:

How would you characterize Thoreau’s relationship to the owls in Walden?
Pick 2-3 adjectives to describe Thoreau.



E1 “Sometimes | heard the foxes as they ranged over the snow crust, in moonlight
nights, in search of a partridge or other game, barking raggedly and demoniacally like
forest dogs, as if laboring with some anxiety, or seeking expression, struggling for light
and to be dogs outright and run freely in the streets; for if we take the ages into our
account, may there not be a civilization going on among brutes as well as men? They
seemed to me to be rudimental, burrowing men, still standing on their defence, awaiting
their transformation. Sometimes one came near to my window, attracted by my light,
barked a vulpine curse at me, and then retreated.” “Winter Animals”

Questions to answer in pairs:

How does Thoreau characterize the foxes?
Based on this passage, analyze Thoreau’s view on predation.

E2 “For a long time he stood still and listened to their [the hounds’] music, so sweet to a hunter’s ear,
when suddenly the fox appeared, threading the solemn aisles with an easy coursing pace, whose sound
was concealed by a sympathetic rustle of the leaves, swift and still, keeping the ground, leaving his
pursuers far behind; and, leaping upon a rock amid the woods, he sat erect and listening, with his back to
the hunter. For a moment compassion restrained the latter’s arm; but that was a short-lived mood, and as
quick as thought can follow thought his piece was levelled, and whang!—the fox rolling over the rock lay
dead on the ground. The hunter still kept his place and listened to the hounds. Still on they came, and
now the near woods resounded through all their aisles with their demoniac cry. At length the old hound
burst into view with muzzle to the ground, and snapping the air as if possessed, and ran directly to the
rock; but spying the dead fox she suddenly ceased her hounding as if struck dumb with amazement, and
walked round and round him in silence; and one by one her pups arrived, and, like their mother, were
sobered into silence by the mystery.” “Winter Animals”

E3 “There is a certain class of unbelievers who sometimes ask me such questions as, if | think that | can
live on vegetable food alone; and to strike at the root of the matter at once,—for the root is faith,—I am
accustomed to answer such, that | can live on board nails. If they cannot understand that, they cannot
understand much that | have to say. For my part, | am glad to hear of experiments of this kind being tried,;
as that a young man tried for a fortnight to live on hard, raw corn on the ear, using his teeth for all mortar.
The squirrel tribe tried the same and succeeded. The human race is interested in these experiments,
though a few old women who are incapacitated for them, or who own their thirds in mills, may be
alarmed.” “Economy”

Questions to answer as a group:
What is Thoreau’s view of humans hunting? Of animals hunting? Is it the same?
Pick 2-3 words to describe Thoreau.




E2 “For a long time he stood still and listened to their [the hounds’] music, so sweet to a
hunter’s ear, when suddenly the fox appeared, threading the solemn aisles with an easy
coursing pace, whose sound was concealed by a sympathetic rustle of the leaves, swift
and still, keeping the ground, leaving his pursuers far behind; and, leaping upon a rock
amid the woods, he sat erect and listening, with his back to the hunter. For a moment
compassion restrained the latter’s arm; but that was a short-lived mood, and as quick as
thought can follow thought his piece was levelled, and whang!—the fox rolling over the
rock lay dead on the ground. The hunter still kept his place and listened to the hounds.
Still on they came, and now the near woods resounded through all their aisles with their
demoniac cry. At length the old hound burst into view with muzzle to the ground, and
shapping the air as if possessed, and ran directly to the rock; but spying the dead fox
she suddenly ceased her hounding as if struck dumb with amazement, and walked round
and round him in silence; and one by one her pups arrived, and, like their mother, were
sobered into silence by the mystery.” “Winter Animals”

Questions to answer in pairs:

How does Thoreau characterize the fox? The hunter? The hounds?
What does sound do in this passage? (You might try reading the passage out loud.)

E1 “Sometimes | heard the foxes as they ranged over the snow crust, in moonlight nights, in search of a
partridge or other game, barking raggedly and demoniacally like forest dogs, as if laboring with some
anxiety, or seeking expression, struggling for light and to be dogs outright and run freely in the streets; for
if we take the ages into our account, may there not be a civilization going on among brutes as well as
men? They seemed to me to be rudimental, burrowing men, still standing on their defence, awaiting their
transformation. Sometimes one came near to my window, attracted by my light, barked a vulpine curse at
me, and then retreated.” “Winter Animals”

E3 “There is a certain class of unbelievers who sometimes ask me such questions as, if | think that | can
live on vegetable food alone; and to strike at the root of the matter at once,—for the root is faith,—I am
accustomed to answer such, that | can live on board nails. If they cannot understand that, they cannot
understand much that | have to say. For my part, | am glad to hear of experiments of this kind being tried;
as that a young man tried for a fortnight to live on hard, raw corn on the ear, using his teeth for all mortar.
The squirrel tribe tried the same and succeeded. The human race is interested in these experiments,
though a few old women who are incapacitated for them, or who own their thirds in mills, may be
alarmed.” “Economy”

Questions to answer as a group:
What is Thoreau’s view of humans hunting? Of animals hunting? Is it the same?
Pick 2-3 words to describe Thoreau.




E3 “There is a certain class of unbelievers who sometimes ask me such questions as, if |
think that | can live on vegetable food alone; and to strike at the root of the matter at
once,—for the root is faith,—l am accustomed to answer such, that | can live on board
nails. If they cannot understand that, they cannot understand much that | have to say. For
my part, | am glad to hear of experiments of this kind being tried; as that a young man
tried for a fortnight to live on hard, raw corn on the ear, using his teeth for all mortar. The
squirrel tribe tried the same and succeeded. The human race is interested in these
experiments, though a few old women who are incapacitated for them, or who own their
thirds in mills, may be alarmed.” “Economy”

tions to answer in pairs:
Based on this passage, do you think Thoreau supports vegetarianism?
Would it read differently if you knew, for a fact, that Thoreau killed a squirrel and ate it?

E1 “Sometimes | heard the foxes as they ranged over the snow crust, in moonlight nights, in search of a
partridge or other game, barking raggedly and demoniacally like forest dogs, as if laboring with some
anxiety, or seeking expression, struggling for light and to be dogs outright and run freely in the streets; for
if we take the ages into our account, may there not be a civilization going on among brutes as well as
men? They seemed to me to be rudimental, burrowing men, still standing on their defence, awaiting their
transformation. Sometimes one came near to my window, attracted by my light, barked a vulpine curse at

me, and then retreated.” “Winter Animals”

E2 “For a long time he stood still and listened to their [the hounds’] music, so sweet to a hunter’s ear,
when suddenly the fox appeared, threading the solemn aisles with an easy coursing pace, whose sound
was concealed by a sympathetic rustle of the leaves, swift and still, keeping the ground, leaving his
pursuers far behind; and, leaping upon a rock amid the woods, he sat erect and listening, with his back to
the hunter. For a moment compassion restrained the latter’s arm; but that was a short-lived mood, and as
quick as thought can follow thought his piece was levelled, and whang!—the fox rolling over the rock lay
dead on the ground. The hunter still kept his place and listened to the hounds. Still on they came, and
now the near woods resounded through all their aisles with their demoniac cry. At length the old hound
burst into view with muzzle to the ground, and snapping the air as if possessed, and ran directly to the
rock; but spying the dead fox she suddenly ceased her hounding as if struck dumb with amazement, and
walked round and round him in silence; and one by one her pups arrived, and, like their mother, were

sobered into silence by the mystery.” “Winter Animals”

Questions to answer as a group:
What is Thoreau’s view of humans hunting? Of animals hunting? Is it the same?

Pick 2-3 words to describe Thoreau.



